Storage

Application-Aware
Data Protection
with Dell EqualLogic
Auto-Snapshot
Manager
Creating application-consistent point-in-time data
snapshots at the storage area network level can work well
in traditional environments, but can also be a complex,
manual process. Dell EqualLogic™ Auto-Snapshot
Manager allows IT administrators to quickly and easily
create and restore snapshots, clones, and replicas at the
application level—helping simplify data management,
reduce business disruption, and improve data integrity.
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Storage

snapshot, clone, replica, and restore operations must be coordinated at both the
storage and application levels.
Executing such tasks manually, however, can be complex and time-consuming.
For example, creating an applicationconsistent snapshot can require several
coordinated manual steps. First, the application manager must pause the appropriate application and ensure that all
outstanding writes have been written.
Then, the application manager must notify
the storage manager, who can then initiate
a snapshot. After the snapshot is completed successfully, the storage manager
must notify the application manager, who
can then safely restart the application.
The time and effort required to coor-

Figure 1. The Dell EqualLogic Auto-Snapshot Manager GUI helps simplify application data management tasks
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“Dell EqualLogic Auto-Snapshot Manager
allows operations to execute on the
application server with no disruption
of online applications and with little or
no impact on application performance.”

party application-level data management
tools, which can be costly, Auto-Snapshot
Manager is available with PS Series SANs
at no additional cost. In addition, the tool
can be enhanced with features and support
for future applications: updated versions of
the tool are available for download at no
additional cost for PS Series SANs covered
by warranty or other service agreements.
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Storage and application management software packages that
integrate with VSS can initiate VSS operations such as creating,
importing, or deleting snapshots from the application level, helping eliminate the need to coordinate data management among
applications and storage. This type of integration allows administrators to schedule operations such as data protection and
recovery and data mining to take place without affecting the
performance, availability, or integrity of online applications such
as Microsoft SQL Server, Exchange, and NTFS.
Through a simple graphical user interface (GUI), AutoSnapshot Manager allows administrators to easily create and
manage application-consistent snapshots, clones, or replicas that
can be restored (see Figure 1). In particular, administrators can
create and restore full or differential copies of Windows application data, including SQL Server databases, Exchange storage
groups, and NTFS.

Protecting and managing
application-aware data
By automating the coordination among Microsoft Windows–
based applications and the underlying storage systems that support them, Dell EqualLogic Auto-Snapshot Manager is designed
to dramatically simplify application data management. Because
applications remain online during data management operations
and application data can be quickly recovered in the event of a
failure, Auto-Snapshot Manager can also help minimize the disruption to business processes that is often associated with data
protection and recovery. And by avoiding the need for manual
coordination, Auto-Snapshot Manager helps reduce the potential
for human error and ensure the integrity, safety, and recoverability of critical data.
Sarah Doherty recently joined Dell as a senior product marketing
consultant. She has over 20 years of experience in services marketing, sales, and product marketing, and has a B.A. in Economics from
Brown University.

QUICK LINKs
Dell EqualLogic PS Series:
DELL.COM/EqualLogic
DELL.COM/PSSeries
Dell EqualLogic Auto-Snapshot Manager:
www.equallogic.com/products/view.aspx?id=3347

Reprinted from Dell Power Solutions, August 2008. Copyright © 2008 Dell Inc. All rights reserved.

DELL.COM/PowerSolutions

67

